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NOTE 



NOm McmatkM dis<Axure statement shall be eon^ckmd 
f'f^^thiwmonthsofthemigaateofanatht^ 

^^l^^*^ ^ <^ °f^<^^''^^^'^^t forth in § 1.491inan 

(31 BefofB the making date of a Ost Office actkm on the merits, whichever event occus last' 
SrOFAS 1S7(b). 

'JS^^^jn^^ Hftf, tfw /a&jg and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor 
ro tnat neSwdual to be materia to patentiMity as defined in this section.- 37 CJ^Jl § 1.S6(a}. 
tfJSSf i?^'"'^ •wWi tte or prosecution of a patent application within the m^ng of 
(V each inventor named In the appScaHon: 

(2) each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application: and 

a3^^°J^'^^'^'^^^'t>^ti^yin^ orprosecuHon of the application 

to *^ iwentor. with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obBgation 

to assign the application. - 37 CFJL S 1£6(<^. 
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WARNING: 't^oMonnationdisdosure statement may be filed m a pro\^onal application,- 37 Cj:ji.§ l.si(b). 
Ust of Sections Forming Part of mis Infonnation Disclosure Statement 

The foHowing sections are being submitted for this Information Disclosure Statement: 

(check sections forming a part of this statement: discard unused sections 
and number pages consecutively) 

1. E Preliminary Statements 

2. S FORMS PTO/SB/08A and 08B (formerty FORM PTO-1449) 

□ Statement as to Jnfomiation Not Found in Patents or PubOcations 
Wentification of Prior Application In Which Usted Infomiatlon Was Already Cited 
ana tor Which No Copies Are Submitted or Need Be Submitted 

5. □ Cumulative Patents or PubHcatlons 

Copies of Usted Information Items Accompanying This Statement 
Concise Explanation of Non-English Language Listed Infonnation Items 
7A. a EPO Search Report 

7B. □ English Language Version of EPO Search Report 

□ Translation(s) of Non-English Language Documents 
Concise Explanation of English Language Listed Infomiatlon Items (OptionaO 
Identification of Person(s) Making This Infonnation Disclosure Statement 
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4. □ 



6. B 

7. □ 
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9. G3 

10. E 



Sections 



(complete the following, if appropriate) 



NOTF -fwv. • '^®sP«<^'vely. have been continued on ADDED PAGE(S) 
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Section 1. Prefimlnaiy «tatomoiits 

Applicants submit herewith patents, put^Ocations or other Infonnation, of which they are 
awane that they befieve may be material to the examination of this appdcation, and in respect 
of %vhlch, there may be a duty to disclose- 

The filing of this infoonation disclosure statement shall not be constnjed as a representa- 
tion that a search has been made (37 C,F*R 1.97fe)). an admission that the frifonnation 
cited is, or Is considered to t>e, material to patentability, or that no other material Infomiation 
exists. 

The filing of this Infoonation disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission 
against interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 0,G. 13-25, at 25. 



(Information Oisctosure Statement — Section 1. Preliminaiy Statements (6-11 — page 
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^^ection 6. ^pfes of Usted Infonnation Items Accompanying This 
Statement 

mcoL^^if^ ^ >W otfKSf infomwtfwi or (ft* portion wWcft caused Htobe Usted. except that 
or » patent eppGcathn need be Mudod . . . ' 

2fa^:!II!lSl!lf '^e* H dear that the roqtjirement to satxnK a copy of each item of 

a^^an V f^*^"^ dischsune statement does not apply to the citation of a a& patent 

application. Notice of January 9. 1992, 113S O.G. 13-25. «f U. 



fl^™?^"'^^^ w^" "^"^^ ''of^s PTO/SB/08A and 08B (formeriy Form PTO-1449) 

accompany this information statement. 

(complete the following, if appii<x±>le) 
□ Exception{s) to above: 

□ Items in prior applicatton, from wtiich an eariler filing date is claimed 
for this application, as identified in Section 4. 

□ Cumulative patents or publications identified in Section 5. 
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Section 9. Concise Explanation of Engfisfi Language Listed Information 
Items (OPTfONAL) 

^(i6airrte(y erK//K>Mrltls ond^oocy to lie tdevant Concise cxpiamthns sfo hdphM to tho Office. 

PSftkxj(affy¥^tKC9€hcume(maf^ 

f^eievsnt to pateatabaify or where a la/ge number o^ 

that one or mors ate high^ iefemtt to pafentabmy." Notice ofAprU 20, 1992(1138 O.a 37-41. 38). 

The following patents are disclosed on the search report provided by the German and 
European Patent Offices. 

German Patent No. 20106855, issued on August 23, 2001 to Maschinenbau, teaches a 
holding device for a two dimensional element, which is comprised of a sectional bar with an H- 
shaped cross section with side panels consisting of trained longitudinal slots. The holding device 
utilizes two serrations such that a two dimensional element inserted into the slots becomes 
clampable. 

German Patent No. 20009916, issued on August 24, 2000 to Hafele demonstrates an 
angular fitting for connecting two floor support construction units to one another. Specifically, 
the patent demonstrates the supports arranged at an angle such that the drilling construction unit 
is projected in a parabolic shape. 

European Patent No. 01 17746, issued on February 27, 1984 to Lewis, teaches a releasable 
connector for panels so as to display a structure for shopfitting. The patent utilizes receiving 
members having angled slots in the form of a wedge so as to grip the inserted panel. The wedge 
has a latching mechanism enabling it to retain its inserted location and is guided by guide slots in 
the receiving members. 

German Patent No. 8236380, issued on June 16, 1983 to Ostermann & Scheiwe, 
demonstrates a connector for four perpendicularly colliding construction units. 

British Patent No. 1359480, issued on July 10, 1974 to O'Farrell, demonstrates a 
clamping device which facilitates the mounting of panel elements, comprised of two clamping 
members composed of two opposed limbs connected together at one end, to define a slot into 
which an article to be clamped may be inserted. 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



British Patent No. 440423, issued on December 27, 1935 to Peris, teaches an improved 
joining member for connecting the component or body units of frames and structures. Each wall 
of the joining member has coiled channels bent inwardly or outwardly so as to form a rounded 
beading extending lengthwise off the channel Moreover, each body unit is formed with a 
corresponding depression or beading, facilitating engagement therewith. 
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Section to, fdentrficatton of Per8on(s} Making This Information 
Disclosure Statement 

The person making this statement is 

(check each applicable Hem) 
(a) □ the inventor(s) who signs below 



SIGNATURE OF INVENTOR 



(type name of hventor who is signing) 
(b) □ an individual associated With the filing and prose- 
cution of this application (37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c)) 



SIGNATURE OF ^^VENTOR 



(type name of hventor who is s^r^i^ 
(c) H the practitioner who signs below on the basis of 
the Infonnation: 

(check each applicable item) 

□ supplied by the ihventor(s). 

□ supplied by an individual associated with the filing and prosecution 
of this application, (37 C.F.R, § 1.56(c)) 

(3 in the practitioner's file. 



Reg. No.: 30,627 

Tel, No.: ( ) 713-224-8080 

Customer No.: 24106 




SIGNATUCrE OF FRACTmONER 

Jcmn S. Egbert 



(type or print name of pmctHionef) 
Harrison & Egbert 
412 Main St.. 7th Floor 

P.O. Address 

Houston, Texas 77002 
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